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straggle.  He said that the West was never more prepared
than^now to listen to the message of non-violence.
Sevagram, 9-I2-'38
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XON-VIOLENCE AND WORLD CRISIS
Distinguished Guests
The International Missionary Conference that opened
ai Tambaram near Madras recently brought a stream of
distinguished -visitors into our midst. Several of them met
Gandhiji by appointment in his village retreat at Seva-
gram to have an exchange of views with him on the eve of
the Conference. Among them were Rev. William Paton,
Secretary of the International Missionary Council, Rev.
Leslie B. Moss, Secretary of the Conference of Mis-
sionary Societies in North America and an influential
Church leader, and Dr. E. Smith of the British and
Foreign Bible Society in London, who, besides his mission
■work, is an authority on anthropology, and Dr, John Mott,
described by Rev. J. Z. Hodge as "the noblest Roman of
them all", whose talk with Gandhiji lias already been
detailed in these columns by M. D.
Their Concern
The concern that filled them was, ecHow can humanity
be saved from the impending international crisis that threa-
tens to plunge it into an orgy of hate and violence ?" Never,
perhaps, has "civilization" been exposed to such a naked
challenge of brute force or experienced in dealing with it,
as Dr. Mott put it, such a "humiliation of impotence35 as
today. Not that humanity has not before known the pheno-
menon of the resurge of barbarism. The tornado of vio-
lence that overswept the earth in the wake of Tamerlane
or Atilla and his Huns was not unlike what threatens the
world today. But then the nations of the West had not yet
known the "weapon of the spirit" which later on was
discovered to meet the menace. The tragedy today is that,

